182

was necessary to keep the administration in official
hands. However it be, the idea of exclusion was not
tasteful to the Frontier intellectuals. The situation in
Afghanistan was also not encouraging. The delay in
reaching at a treaty inspired a fear of fresh trouble*
Several hundreds of Pathan deserters from the army
were sheltered under the protection of Afghan offi-
.cialdorn. In 1920 and 1921 these refugees committed a
series of outrages in British territory. They cut up
<fctachments of Indian troops and captured rifles. A
reign of terror prevailed at Bannu* The situation im-
proved with the signature of the peace, treaty with
Afghanistan in the following year. The military grip
of Britain on the Frontier was as strong as ever. Inten-
sive bombing brought the peace with Mahsuds. Poliri-
-:cal atmosphere improved considerably* In 1925 tke
Khyber Railway was opened* Now the Afridis had the
added responsibility of protecting the railway track.
The allowances paid to them were increased. The
Khyber Piles were not revived after their desertion
in the Afghan War. Nevertheless, the British made
one friendly gesture. They enlisted nine hundred
'Afridis in the Army. It is a part of peaceful pene-
tration for the British not to harm the tribes econo-
mically even if the tribes harm the British politically.
Economic hardships should not be inflicted on the tribes
who are already hard enough economically.

The Haji of Turangzai was largely responsible for up-
fismg in the Mohmand country. He was heartfully sup-
ported by mullahs from the Afghan side. One of his
tounchest followers is Saiyyad Akbar, known as
itfae stormy petrel of Tirah, The Saiyyad saw in the
Khyber Railway a nice little opportunity of working
jgp hostility to the British. The railway was consi-